NEW COUNCILLOR
ELECTION GUIDE

SRACKLEY TOWN COUNCIL
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SKILLS

A BEGINNER'S GUIDE
TO BEING A COUNCILLOR

Becoming a councillor is a rewarding way to serve our community, There are no formal qualifications required to become a councillor,
influence local decisions, and help shape the future of Brackley. It is a but having a strong understanding of, and passion for Brackley is
Town Councillor’s responsibility to represent the interests of the invaluable. Given the responsibilities of Brackley Town Council and
residents in their area, working alongside fellow councillors to the nature of its meetings, the following skills and qualities would
improve the quality of life in Brackley. be beneficial for anyone considering the role:

No prior experience is required to become a councillor, just a passion

for the Ios:al communlty ar\d a wHIﬁmﬁgness to engage with res!dents. ESSENTIAL QUALITIES
Upon their election, meetings, training, and support are provided to

help new councillors fully understand their role and responsibilities. e Confident Public Speaker

e Basic Experience with Emails and IT
¢ Clear Communicator
e Adaptable & Willing to Learn

KEY RESPONSIBILITIES

e Collaborative Team Player

Attend Full Council Meetings DESIRABLE QUALITIES

Attend Committee Meetings  Financial and Budgeting Experience

e Planning and Development Knowledge

Represent your ward e Legal and Regulatory Awareness

Vote on local issues ! e Cursory Understanding of Local Government

Engage with the community e Community-Focused and Approachable




TIME COMMITMENTS

Despite having a meaningful effect on the direction and future of
Brackley Town, councillors are only expected to attend a modest

two meetings per month! The meeting of the Full Council covers a
broad range of local issues and takes place on the first Monday of

the month. The Committee meetings are held on the third Monday
of the month, which cover the following topics in finer detail:

e Planning & General Works
e Direct Responsibilities & General Purposes

e Finance & Policy

An ideal candidate will also have plenty of free time to participate
in events, communicate with fellow councillors, engage with
residents, and develop key skills to improve their effectiveness as a

councillor.
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WARDS

Brackley is divided into four wards: North, East, South, and West.
Each ward is represented by four councillors, making up the 16
members of the Full Council. As a councillor, your role is to
represent the views of the community within your ward at Full
Council and Committee Meetings each month.

You do not need to live within the ward’s boundaries to stand as a

councillor and represent it. However, certain eligibility
requirements apply, which can be found on the Qualifications and

Disqualifications page overleaf.

4 Councillors per ward
totaling 16 members
of the Full Council




HOW TO STAND

To stand as a councillor you must complete a set of nomination
papers, available from the Brackley Town Council office (20 High
Street, NN13 7DS) or our website's elections page. The nomination
papers require some basic personal details and must be supported
by signatures from two Brackley residents.

Please note that the completed nomination papers must be
physically signed in ink (wet signed). You must also declare which
ward you will be standing for - usually where you reside.

Once complete your papers must be delivered in person to the
West Northamptonsire Council office in Towcester (The Forum,
Moat Lane, Towcester, NN12 6AD) by either youreslf, or one of the
individuals that signed your documents. The office is open Mon-Fri,
9am-5pm. No appointment needed.

Completed papers can be delivered from Monday 17 March at
10am. The deadline for delivery is 4pm on Wednesday 2 April. As
this is a short window, we recommend completing and submitting
your paperwork as soon as possible to ensure your candidacy for
Brackley Town Council.

If you have any questions about the process, please contact
Brackley Town Council on 01280 702 441 or email

office@brackleynorthants-tc.gov.uk.

QUALIFICATIONS

DISQUALIFICATIONS




BE THE CHANGE
YOU WANT TO SEE

BRACKLEY TOWN COUNCIL NEEDS YOU

Your completed Nomination papers must be delivered
In person to the West Northamptonsire Council
(WNC) office in Towcester by either youreslf, or one
of the individuals that signed your documents.

You can deliver your papers from 10am on Monday 17/
March. Drop-in to the Brackley Town Council office

to collect your nomination papers today.

The deadline for delivery is 4pm Wednesday 2 April.
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