
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
TREE WORKS 

IN AND 
AROUND 

BRACKLEY 
The Town Council 
has highlighted a 
number of tree 

maintenance 
schemes which 
require attention 
over the coming 
winter months. 

BRACKLEY 
PARK  although the 
park is owned by the 
National Trust the 

Town Council is responsible for its maintenance.  We have therefore asked Mr Rob 
Payne Arboriculturalist Officer for Northamptonshire County Council to submit a 
survey of the types of trees and their condition.  We know there are seventy eight 
trees but his survey showed that fifteen of them are in need of felling because they 
are either dead or dying and eleven need to have the crowns cleaned to remove 
dead branches.  The felled trees will be replaced as soon as possible. 
This work will take place commencing the week beginning Monday 9th January 2006 
to 13th January and during this time the Park will be closed in the interests of public 
safety. 
PETHER AVENUE/SMARTS CLOSE/HARRIS CLOSE/ROSE DRIVE  the 
trees and shrubs to the rear of these properties are to be selectively thinned to 
improve the management of the area. 
HUMPHREYS DRIVE hedge opposite Prices Way and Brewin Close is a modern 
hedge which needs attention trimming to promote growth and keep it tidy. 
SWIFT WAY PLAY AREA  has a mature field hedge separating the play area from 
the pond.  This is to be laid in 
the traditional manner and will 
enhance the area.  The hedge 
layering will reduce its height to 
about 4 feet high which will 
improve the visibility of the 
area to help deter anyone 
loitering on the play site and it 
should improve visibility for 
pedestrians.  Many of you will 
be concerned that in laying the 
hedge so low will destroy the habitat of the birds but this is not so. Tall hedges are 
not good havens for wildlife because they allow predators, crows and magpies, to get 
into kill eggs and nestlings of smaller birds so they are very vulnerable in tall hedges.  
When a hedge is laid it will improve the density of the …………..cont’d over 

Example of a traditional hedge laying  technique 
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hedge making it much thicker and allow small birds, small mammals and insects to 
go between the twigs and preditors will not get access to the nests. 
THE WILLOW TREES OFF PAVILLONS WAY/HUMPHRIES DRIVE  are to be 
pollarded on the grounds of safety.  Others trees in this area are to have the 
overhanging braches removed over the pathways.  Three further trees will be 
removed because they are either dead or have lost branches and now deemed 
dangerous.  The ring of Beech trees will have the centre young Beech trees removed 
to promote healthy growth of the remainder. 
ALL OF THE ABOVE WORK WILL BE CARRIED OUT BY QUALIF IED 
CONTRACTORS BETWEEN JANUARY AND APRIL 2006 
 
 

MAYORS NEW YEAR MESSAGE 
I would like to wish you all a Happy and Prosperous  New Year.  This past 

year has seen a lot of activity ‘behind the 
scenes’ as plans for a major re-generation 
of the town have begun to come to fruition. 
We are witnessing the growth of 
businesses in Brackley such as DLC on 
the Buckingham Road where a major 
expansion is under way and BAR Honda 
to the south of the town where further 
development including a Hotel is 
beginning to take shape.  All of this plus 
other plans for the northern end of the 
town will mean increased employment 
prospects and prosperity for the town in 
general. 
We are also witnessing a major 
refurbishment of our town centre with a 

piazza and re-siting of our War Memorial.  This coupled with the new development at 
the old Burgess site will hopefully enhance the look of the town as well as encourage 
increasing retail activity with the concomitant prosperity for all which such 
development will generate. 
I, as Mayor, and all your Town Council are extremely keen to see Brackley thrive and 
prosper and yet still retain its unique charm as an historic Market Town. 
Together we can look forward to a New Year of exciting change and the prospect of 
a re-juvenated town centre that can only be to the benefit of all. 

 
 
 
BUS TOKENS 
In the Government’s Budget statement for 2005 it was announced that South 
Northants District Council would be required to replace the existing half price 
concession with a free fare scheme on 1st April 2006.  This will mean that Brackley 
residents will be able to travel free within South Northants District and a provision of 
a £1.00 flat fare for “Out of District” journeys across the county and to certain out of 
county destinations.  These details have yet to be finalised by S.N.C. and I will give a 
further report to you in the April issue of Town Talk.  In the meantime can you 
please note that the Town Council will not be issui ng any more bus tokens 
from April 1 st 2006. 



 

SOUTH NORTHANTS VOLUNTEER BUREAU 

Each month in 2005, The Year of the Volunteer had a theme and the theme for 
December is animals so we will be promoting volunteering opportunities that involve 
animals, either working with them or supporting groups that are involved with 
animals. 
 As the Year of the Volunteer draws to an end we look back and realise what a busy 
year it has been for us.  As well as our normal work of promoting volunteering, 
recruiting and placing volunteers and supporting groups that use volunteers we have 
been the local contact for all the national media volunteering campaigns like Time 
Givers, Give a Billion Minutes and the V-word campaign (value versatile vivacious 
volunteers).    
We also launched our Safe ’n Sound project which aims to 
help keep people safe in their own homes by reducing the 
risk of fire, falls and fraud.  
If you missed finding out about volunteering in 2005 come 
and visit us at the Volunteer Centre in the Market House 
Courtyard,  phone us on 01280 841250, or look at our 
website www.snvb.org.uk  which has a link to the National 
Volunteering Data base where you  can see the latest 
local volunteering vacancies.   
Seasons Greetings form all at the Volunteer Bureau 
Jenny Carter SNVB 

 
ROAD SALTING makes the County’s roads as safe as possible and reduces delays 
caused by bad weather. Key road are salted as a precaution when there is a risk of 
ice or snow.  Decisions on what action is to be taken 
are based on road temperatures rather than air 
temperatures, and salting is likely whenever road 
temperatures are 1C or below.  Please remember that 
the majority of minor roads will not be salted and you 
should never assume that a road has been salted.  
For more information please see pamphlet available 
in the Town Hall or www.northamptonshire.gov.uk 
(click on Transport and Streets).  Pavements and 
cycleways are not routinely salted which will leave 
many pavements in residential areas untreated.  Always wear appropriate footwear 
and/or delay your journey so that temperatures have had a chance to rise and the 
frost has melted. 
For highways advice or to report a fault call: 0845  601 1113. 
 
THE BRACKLEY COMMUNITY CARNIVAL 2006 plans are well under way for next 
year’s Brackley Carnival.  Saturday 10th June 2006 promises to be a day of fun and 
entertainment for every one.  The theme is ‘Historical Events’ and the committee has 
been working hard to find the best entertainment for next year’s event.  So far 
Joseph’s Amazing Camels have been booked. This thrilling sport has 4 camels in 
racing colours ridden by jockeys in Arab style costumes. 
For a more historical entertainment and to coincide with the carnival theme The 
Knights of the Damned is a spectacular jousting stunt team offering a variety of 
exciting stunts and horsemanship.  With bands, stalls and much more it’s a day not to 
be missed!  For further information please contact Chairperson Julie Moore,     
e-mail: jami25@tiscali.co.uk  or Secretary Sandra Moore e-mail: 
sandkat@tiscali.co.uk  or Tel: 01280 703120. 



 

BRACKLEY VISION  
The money has been secured, the contract drawn up, and now the 
bulldozers & diggers are on site! 
 
So what’s happening now?   The first part of the contract is to 
relay the paving around the upper car park.  This will take about 

four or five weeks.  After Christmas the pedestrianised area in front of the Town Hall 
will be repaved with York Stone.  New lighting and street furniture will be provided to 
ensure a pleasant environment for all. This new paving blocks will provide a quality 
surface that should last at least 50 years.  The War Memorial will be moved to its 
location, enabling it to be illuminated, and hopefully receive the respect that it 
deserves. The new lighting in front of the Town Hall will provide illumination to the 
front of the Town hall. The roadway will then be laid behind the Town Hall, providing 
a one-way-street in front of the shops.   Finally, the new surface of the car park will 
be provided and marked out.  All of the work should be completed by the end of 
March 2006. 
 
Is the disruption necessary?   With any major building work, there is always a 
period of disruption.  Working with the Contractor, we are trying to keep this to a 
minimum.  At the end of the project the overall number of car spaces will be 
increased, and we will have the added advantage of not losing spaces for the Friday 
Market and Farmers Market.  The pedestrianised area should also provide a better 
setting for the Town Hall and War Memorial. 
 
Why remove perfectly good trees?   Despite their appearance, several of the trees 
were in poor condition.  Under the direction of the County Tree Officer, it was 
recommended that they be removed and the new mature trees put back towards the 
end of the project. 
 
What about parking for the Disabled?   Four spaces will be provided adjacent to 
the Town Hall for those people with the relevant permit.  This is more than is 
currently provided. 
  
What is it costing us?   The project is being undertaken with money from a Central 
Sustainable Community Growth Fund administered by the Office of the Deputy Prime 
Minister.  Therefore, it is not coming out of local taxes or rates.   
 
Once the project is complete, it is envisaged that the Town will look tidier, with new 
surfaces and paving.  Many of the shops and offices are already starting to revamp 
their shop fronts, and with other developments about to be undertaken, it should help 
Brackley retain its image. 
   
NEIGHBOURHOOD WATCH;  is there anyone who would 
like to be more involved in a neighbourhood watch 
scheme?  The most successful schemes operate at local 
level, for example, an estate or a single street.  The 
commitment on time is as large or as small as the 
participant wants to put in. We can furnish schemes with 
advice, literature and other tools to assist. There is also a 
support team of volunteers available to work with schemes 
and further develop Neighbourhood Watch in any given 
area.  If you are interested please contact:  Aaron 
Goddard, Community Watch Liaison Officer, Western A rea Headquarters, 
Daventry Police Station, New Street, Daventry NN11 4BS.  Tel 01327 303024 
 



 

 
WINTER IS HERE.… 
Now the darker nights are upon us once more it is time to remind you that the 
criminal fraternity will be out and about. It is important that you should be aware of 
their activities, and take special precautions to make their life difficult. A bit of 
attention to detail now can save a lot of upset later. 
 
As darkness falls, a potential burglar can easily tell by walking down your street 
which houses are occupied by checking if the lights are on or off.  
 
It is important to make your house look as though it is occupied, even when it is not. 
A timer switch connected to a table lamp or similar can create the impression that 
you are at home. Set it to come on at dusk - a little earlier each week. 
Make sure that you do not leave a ready supply of tools for the burglar. Spades and 
forks in particular make handy levers for attacking doors and windows. They should 
be securely locked away, preferably in the garage.  
 
Similarly, don’t leave car keys where they can be 
seen, particularly at night. Thieves will use a torch to 
find the keys and then break in to get them and steal 
your car.  A burglar alarm is the greatest single 
deterrent to domestic burglars.  This should be supplied, fitted and maintained by an 
approved installer.  Contact 01327 307927 for more information. 
 
Finally, be aware of distraction burglars. Don’t open the door to anyone you don’t 
know or are not expecting. 
 
If you pay attention to the above, you will greatly reduce the chances of being a 
victim this winter. 
 
NEW ON-LINE POLICING INFORMATION SERVICE visit www.askthe.police.uk .  
What can be done about gangs of youths hanging about on your street corner, kids 
playing football in front of your home, an ex-partner who persists in sending offensive 
text messages?  The answers to these and over 500 other questions that the police 
are most frequently asked can not be found on this new website. 
 
ANOTHER USEFUL WEBSITE visit www.writetothem.com  by typing in your 
postcode it brings up contact details for your District and County Councillors, your 
local MP and your local MEP 
 
HAVE YOU BEEN A VICTIM OF CRIME? 

Do you need information, or just someone to 
talk to? Victim Support is a national 
organisation and provides information on 
insurance and criminal injury compensation, 
and can get updates about your case from 
police and liaise with other agencies on your 

behalf.  They offer a listening ear and know how crime can affect people’s lives.  If 
you’ve been a victim of crime do call them on 01604 603 477. 
Would you like to become a Volunteer Caseworker? No experience is necessary as 
full training is provided, you just need an open mind, patience and to be a good 
listener.  Contact them on 01604 603 477 or e-mail admin@vsnorthants.co.uk Web: 
www.vsnorthants.co.uk. 
 



 

POLICE MEETING 
 
After the tyre slashing incident in Brackley the 
Town Council has arranged a Public Meeting 
with the Chief Constable Peter Maddison and 
Chief Superintendent Paul Phillips on Tuesday 
10th January 2006 in the Upper Hall of the Town 
Hall at 7pm to discuss policing issues. All 
members of the public and press are welcome 
to attend.   

 
 
BELOW FREEZING, BUT OFFICER STILL ON PUSHBIKE PATRO L 

 
A dedicated Community Beat Officer is continuing to  patrol the streets on his 
pushbike to keep himself visible and accessible for  local people, despite the 
recent freezing temperatures. 
PC Mac McConnell, Community Beat Officer for Brackley, is determined not to let 
anything stop him from carrying out his pushbike patrols across the town, day and 
night, whatever the weather. 
 
The officer, who forms part of the town’s neighbourhood policing team, has been 
carrying out bike beat patrols since a Brackley company, Mac Sport, kindly 
sponsored the mountain bike in May last year. 
 
“The bike is my primary mode of transport and allows me to cross the town a lot 
quicker than on foot or even by car. The layout of the roads in the town centre can be 
quite slow to navigate by car so on bike I can take advantage of short cuts, and patrol 
areas not accessible by car, complimenting the foot and car patrols carried out by my 
colleagues,” PC McConnell said. “I can be highly visible on the bike but at other times 
I can be quiet and inconspicuous, meaning I can creep up on offenders to intervene. 
On my bike I have caught people underage drinking and smoking cannabis as well 
as youths causing a nuisance, meaning I can tackle the problems there and then. 

“Everyone I speak to loves having me so visible and 
so accessible and I am keen to find out what other 
local people think of the bike patrols and whether 
they would like to see more officers out on bikes, as 
we are currently looking into that possibility across 
Daventry and South Northants. 

“I am asking people to write in or phone up to let me 
know if they feel reassured by the bike patrols as I 
am keen to gauge public opinion.” 

Anyone in Brackley who would like to contact 
PC McConnell, for whatever reason, is welcome 
to stop him on his bike, contact him via 
Northamptonshire Police Contact Centre on 

08453 700700, write to him at Brackley Police Stati on in St James Road, 
Brackley, NN13 7XY, or e-mail him on mac.mcconnell@ northants.police.uk  



 

ST. JAMES LAKE AND THE POCKET PARK    - Six cadets from Halton and 
Buckingham Squadron planted 4000 
bulbs in total of bluebells and wild 
daffodils on Sunday 27th November.  
The Town Council would like to thank 
Mr Dave Short who organised the day 
and the cadets for all their time and 
effort.  The day was slightly marred 
because a roaming Labrador cross 
dog seized hold of one of the lad’s 
arms and would not let go.  This could 
have been very nasty.  Fortunately 
this time the lad had a very thick 

combat jacket on so no damage was caused, but would dog owners please 
keep their dogs under control.  This was a loose dog with no owner and it 
could have attacked the youngsters face. 
 
Whilst the cadets where busy Dave Short had 
a chance to take this female Bullfinch’s 
picture. These birds are on the R.S.P.B.’s red 
list as endangered and under threat so the 
management of the area must be on the right 
track.  
 
On Saturday 1st October Dave was again 
busy placing eleven Bat Boxes in trees in the 
Pocket Park and around St. James Lake. This could not have been done 

without the help of Mr. Robert Henderson, Mrs Sara Tomms 
and her son Anthony, (Brackley residents), and members of the 
local scout group. Also attending were 3 Air Training Corps 
Cadets from Hertfordshire & Buckinghamshire Wing ATC HQ, 
at RAF Halton, as part of their Duke of Edinburgh Award 
scheme. 
 

Not only did the 3 Cadets and Anthony help with the Bat Boxes, they also 
helped to tidy up old fallen branches in the Pocket Park. The names of the 3 
Cadets are as follows: Cdt Howell, Cdt Meakin & Cdt Smith from Buckingham 
Squadron.   
 
If you would like to get involved with conservation  projects in the St 
James Lake and Pocket Park area please get in touch  with Cllr Peter 
Joyce Tel: 704334 or Sue Crouch the Town Clerk Tel:  702441 

 
 

 
 
 
  

WANTED: FRIDAY MARKET TRADERS  
The Friday Market needs traders with the following wares: 

CHEESE, MEAT, LADIES FASHIONS. FOOTWEAR, HOUSEHOLD GOODS. 
 

WANTED: MARKET CUSTOMERS 
Please support our Friday Market Traders who are he re every 

Friday without fail; bringing with them fruit & veg ., cards & gift 
wrap, fresh fish, olives, books & videos, socks & s carves, bedding 

plants & shrubs. 
REMEMBER:  IF YOU DON’T USE IT YOU WILL L OSE IT! 



 

WHAT’S ON? 
BRACKLEY TOWN HALL   
DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 
 
BTC  Brackley Town Council    UH  Upper Hall 
W     Weekly       LH  Lower Hall 
        MP  Market Place 
        MR Meeting Room 
 
JANUARY    2 W Slimming World   5.30 to 7 pm   LH
              3  W  Weight Watchers   5.30 to 7 pm  LH 
    4  W  Weight Watchers   9 to 10.30am  LH 
    4  W Darby & Joan Club   2 to 4 pm  LH 
    5  W Evergreen Club   2 to 4 pm  LH 
    5  W Mrs Brown    7 to 10.30 p  UH  
                        6       Coffee Morning                            10 to Noon               LH 
                        9 Meditation Meeting   7.30 to 9 pm  LH 
    9 BTC Council & Planning Mtgs 7pm   UH  
                       17 WLatin Dance Class   7.45 to 9.45 pm UH 
             21 Craft Fair    8 am to 5 pm            UH 
                       23 BTC Dir Resp & Finance Mt gs 7 pm   UH 
       26 Brackley European Association 8 pm to 10 pm LH 
 
FEBRUARY     3 Coffee Morning   10 am to Noon LH 
                         6 BTC Council & Planning  7 pm   UH 
              13 Charity Race Night   7 pm   UH 
    13 Meditation Meeting   7.30 to 9 pm  LH 

17 Coffee Morning   10 am to Noon     LH                                 
                        18 Craft Fair    8 am to 5 pm            UH 
              20  BTC Dir Resp & Finance Mtgs 7 pm   UH 
                        23 Brackley European Association 8 to l0 pm                 LH 
 
MARCH           3 Coffee Morning   10 am to Noon         LH 
                         6 BTC Council & Planning M eetings 7 pm             UH 

                        13 BTC Annual Town Meeting 7pm UH                                        
              17 Coffee Morning   10 am to Noon         LH 
                        18 Craft Fair    8 am to 5 pm           UH 
                        20 BTC Dir Resp & Finance M tgs 7 pm                        UH 
                        24 Town Mayor’s  Coffee Morning 10 am to Noon         LH 
                        30 Brackley European Association 8 to 10 pm                LH 
 

MEMBERS OF THE PRESS AND PUBLIC ARE WELCOME TO ATTE ND 
ALL TOWN COUNCIL MEETINGS  

 
  21st January Farmers Market            9 am to 1 pm  LH & MP 
 18th February Farmers Market            9 am to 1 pm  LH & MP 
  18th March   Farmers Market                            9 am to 1 pm   LH & MP 
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