
Get away from everyday hustle and bustle
St James’s Lake and the Pocket Park
Home to an abundance of wildlife, the area around St James’s Lake attracts a host of 
different species including water birds such as moorhens, ducks, geese, great crested 
grebes, with buzzards and red kites being aerial visitors. Grey squirrels and some-
times foxes might be seen as they scurry away on your approach. Fish caught in the 
lake include carp, roach, rudd, perch and pike.  

Taking a gentle stroll will take no more than 20mins and is a great way to appreciate 
nature in peace, away from everyday hustle and bustle.  

In the spring/summer months look out for: 
• Flowers:  Primroses, celendines, vetches, violets, water marigold, meadow sweet,  
 willow herb and St. John’s wort
• Birds:  Blackcaps, chiffchaffs, great spotted woodpeckers, kingfishers and goslings. 
• Animals:  Grey squirrels, hedgehogs and in the evening, various bats.
• Insects:  10 species of butterflies and 6 species of dragonfly and damselfly have  
 been recorded.

The St James’s Lake Angling Club is organising a Family Day on 10th July.  Bring a  
picnic and take part in fishing “taster” sessions – no rod or fishing licence necessary.

This fulfilling, exciting and busy year passed so quickly.  It was an honour to serve as 
Mayor of Brackley, promoting the town at every available occasion and seeing the 
good work that is done within the town. 

The Mayoress and I travelled far and wide representing the town.  As well as  
local engagements, we visited both of our twin towns, Montabaur in Germany and 
Pavillons-sous-Bois in France.  Throughout, the courtesy extended to us on all 141 
engagements was fantastic and at times humbling.

I remember as a child the Mayor visiting my Junior School and  
I re-kindled those memories by visiting all the junior and primary 
schools in Brackley. The Macebearer and I, wearing our robes  
of office, spoke to the children about the role of Mayor and  
explained the function of the Town Council.   I feel confident 
there are a few budding councillors amongst them.  

I also engaged in some fundraising activities during the year and I 
am happy to report that the Warwickshire and Northamptonshire 
Air Ambulance, the 5th Brackley Scouts, The Brackley and District 
History Society, The Brackley Guides and St John’s Ambulance will 
all be beneficiaries of this fund. 

The operation of the Air Ambulance Service relies solely on public 
donations. Young people’s organisations are always in need of 
funds to keep running and it’s good to know that my contribution 
will enhance their own fundraising activities. 

The Brackley and District History Society is planning a walk for visitors and residents 
around the town’s historic places and I have set aside money from the Mayor’s fund 
to provide plaques for ease of identification of these places.

Finally, a big “thank you” to everyone 
the Mayoress and I met during this 
memorable year and who contributed 
to it being truly special.  May Brackley 
continue to survive and prosper.

Cllr Chris Blunden
Mayor 2010-11
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Farthinghoe Reserve
Looked after by the Brackley & District Wildlife Trust this haven of tranquility is 
just 4.5 miles west of Brackley (between Middleton Cheney and Farthinghoe). The 
Reserve has an open day on 10th July, from 10am to 2pm with guided walks and bug 
huts. Perfect for children and giving a real insight into this lovely area.

To learn more about wildlife preservation, to volunteer to work at the Reserve or  
attend one of the public talks in Brackley Methodist Church, get in touch with Tim  
or Alice. 

Contact: Tim Pridmore (Reserve Warden) timothy.pridmore12@virgin.net or 
01295 711379, Alice Adams brackleywt@mypostoffice.co.uk 01280 701983

With School Children

Meeting the  
Prime Minister
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With Colin Dexter at the  
St George’s Day Civic Dinner
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Where our money comes from
Brackley Town Council’s (BTC) income and expenditure account for the year ended 31 
March, 2011 shows that we had a total income of £368,067 broken down as shown in 
the diagram below. 
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Our single largest source of income is 
the Precept. This money, paid to us by 
South Northamptonshire Council (SNC), 
is collected through the Council Tax and 
calculated on the number of dwellings 
within Brackley. It is paid in two halves in 
April and September and amounted to 
£295,229 for the 2010-11 financial year.   

How we spent the money
We have placed just over £61k in reserves towards a number of future projects  
which include:

• new extension in the Cemetery 
• works to the stone wall in Brackley Park; new paths in St James Lake and  
 refurbishment of play areas 
• replacement boiler and future re-decoration costs in the Town Hall 

Further income is derived from: 

• letting out of the Town Hall for various purposes including meetings, parties, 
 wedding receptions, discos and from the organisers of Fairs & Markets using the   
 piazza in the Town Centre 
• payments for burials in the town Cemetery; fees from Third Parties such as the   
 Angling Club, allotment tenants and contributions towards grass mowing from SNC   
 and Northamptonshire County Council 
• our invested reserve funds, held with NS&I and 100% secure, which earned  
 interest of just under £10k
• sale of tickets at Civic Functions and other Sundry Income. 

Open Spaces
We’re committed to maintaining the many open spaces for which we’re responsible 
and last year spent a total of £54k over half of which was allocated to grass mowing 
(£24k) and emptying dog bins (£11k). We also spent money on repairing play  
equipment and on general ground maintenance and tree works. Also included are 
costs relating to the operation of our ground maintenance vehicles.  

Town Hall and Town Centre
Our historic Town Hall is an iconic focal point and maintaining this centuries-old 
building is vital. We spent £23k on its general upkeep which is just over £3k less than 
the income generated by the building. We spent £19k on the upkeep of the Town 
Centre which included bus shelter repairs, Christmas lights and planting for Bloom-
ing Brackley. £1.6k was spent on the maintenance and electrical cost of streetlamps 
owned by the Town Council at St Peter’s Church, Fox Lane and the Barrel Line. 

General Administration Costs
£203k was spent in administering the affairs of the Town Council. Included are  
the salaries and on-costs of our staff and general administration costs (eg postage,  
stationery, telephone, insurance, Health & Safety compliance). Also included is  
a small allowance towards the Mayor’s official duties; the cost of producing  
newsletters and maintaining the Council’s website and contributions to the  
Brackley Buzzer and Brackley Music Festival.

Community Contributions
The Local Government Act 1972 gives us the authority to spend a small sum of  
money, calculated on the number of residents, on things that are of benefit to the 
whole community. Local organisations, and in particular the Cottage Hospital,  
received contributions totalling £5.5k.    

• repair to the Town Hall’s external  
 stone work 
• replacement Christmas lights 

The remaining £306,830.44 was spent  
as show in the diagram to the right.

 For the year ended 31st March 2011
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Brackley Primary Care Centre

In 2008 Chief Executive of Northamptonshire PCT (now NHS Northamptonshire) 
Professor John Parkes made the decision to give support to the Brackley General 
Practitioners to develop a case for a new health facility in the town. The history of 
course goes back further than this to 1991 when a charitable trust in Brackley saved 
the Cottage Hospital from closure. In the last three years:

• A Core Development Group has been formed
• A medical premises developer has been selected
• Cases have gone before various health committees, commissioning executives  
 and the Board of the PCT.
• All funding for the various elements of the scheme, and crucially for the  
 Intermediate Care beds (currently at the Cottage Hospital) has been agreed.

Political changes in the 
NHS which could have 
potentially threatened 
a scheme such as this 
have worked in our 
favour. The current  
emphasis on allowing 
local clinicians to shape 
health services has 
given us the flexibility  
to conceive a truly  
integrated primary care 
centre which we believe 

will serve the local community for years to come. There have already been spin offs 
from the project work with, for example, a diagnostic ultrasound service starting at 
the Health Centre this year for all Brackley registered patients.

Alternative sites were considered for the project when it appeared that the high 
speed train HS2 would pass through Brackley. The favoured location had been the 
town end of the Saw Mills site and then the site on the junction of Northampton 
Road and Turweston Road was considered to be more suitable. Negotiations with 
land owners have taken longer than would be normal in these circumstances but  
may well have been resolved by the time this article is published. The health facility  
is a pivotal component of the Brackley Masterplan.

Dr Charles Perrott
Lead, Core Development Group
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These end-of-year summaries outline the remit of and the significant issues relating 
to each Committee during the past financial year. 

Finance & Policy Committee
Remit: income and expenditure; legislated and non-legislated rules to ensure 
operational accountability and transparency; improving procedures and operational 
efficiencies. Regular audits have confirmed the operational integrity of the Council.

Issues: amending the Standing Orders of the Council and determining the budget for 
2011/12. 

Planning & General Works Commitee
Remit:  to view and comment upon all planning applications relating to Brackley such 
as shop signage, extensions to residential homes and housing schemes and matters 
relating to licensing, change of use of premises, and road closures. 

Issues: working closely with SNC (the planning authority) during the on-going  
planning application process for the Radstone Fields (1000+ houses) and the former 
Sawmills site (approx 130 properties) developments to ensure that the needs of 
Brackley residents are taken fully into account. 

Direct Responsibilities & General Purposes Committee
Remit:  matters for which the Council is directly responsible and over which it  
has control, including the upkeep of the Town Hall and open spaces, hedgerows, 
ponds and lakes; the purchase and maintenance of play equipment and matters  
relating to Brackley Cemetery and allotments.  

Issues: discussing with Anglian Water and the developers the future of the Halse 
Meadow balancing pond and with the National Trust matters relating Brackley Park 
and the Old Fire Station.  

Sue Crouch, Town Clerk

From 31st May to 27th June,  the Council’s financial accounts can be examined  
(Monday – Friday, 9.30am to 4.30pm) in the Town Clerk’s office, Town Hall, Market 
Place, Brackley after which the documents will be sent to our external auditors  
BDO LLP.

Minutes of Council and Committee meetings are available to view on the Town  
Council’s website. 
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